Clinical value of tumor markers for early detection of recurrence in patients with cervical adenocarcinoma and adenosquamous carcinoma.
The clinical value of tumor markers for early detection of recurrence was investigated in 32 patients with cervical adenocarcinoma or adenosquamous carcinoma who had recurrent tumors. Serum levels of CA 125, CA 19-9, carcinoembryonic antigen (CEA), and squamous cell carcinoma antigen (SCC), in addition to clinical status at the time of recurrence were investigated. Among the 32 patients, 26 had no symptoms at the time of recurrence. In 20 patients, elevated serum levels of tumor markers were the first sign of recurrence. In 21 patients with recurrent adenocarcinoma, the positive rates were 14% (CA 125), 62% (CA 19-9), 29% (CEA), and 5% (SCC). There were 71% of cases positive for CA 19-9 and/or CEA. In 11 patients with recurrent adenosquamous carcinoma, the corresponding positive rates were 37% (CA 125), 46% (CA 19-9), 64% (CEA), and 55% (SCC), with 100% positive for CA 19-9, CEA, and/or SCC. The combination of CA 19-9 and CEA is probably the most promising for detection of recurrent cervical adenocarcinoma. For adenosquamous carcinoma, the additional use of SCC is recommended.